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DURMG the months of Jnne and July, 1901, while the writer
was watching for some hope at the bedside of a beloved son, who
was desperately ill with blood-poisoning, resulting in a mysteri-
ous way from an accident during an operation to relieve 'a
patient under his professional care, and with mind and heart
under that strain of anxiety known only to those who have gone
through similar experience, a large number of press clippings
were transmitted to the writer from all parts of the country.
These clippings were reviews of a so-called History of the Navy,
published by the Appletons, and written by one Maclay, who it
appeared was at that time a per diem laborer on the pay-
rolls of the New York Navy-Yard.

All these reviews were savage criticisms of this unknown
author of this so-called history and a severe arraignment of his
utter disregard of truth in that part of his book which related
to the battle of Santiago. In many of these reviews the charge
was squarely made that this unknown slanderous author had
been inspired in this task, and that he had had assistance from a
small coterie of official partisans. This, whether true or not,
never has been denied to this day.

In view of the summary action taken by Mr. Long in the
case of Chaplain Melntyre, who in a lecture had severely re-
flected upon the conduct of Captain Evans during the battle of
July 3, 1898, off Santiago, when Mr. Long promptly ordered the
chaplain before a court-martial, which dismissed him from the
navy, there was widespread wonder expressed in many articles
afterwards that Mr. Long had not officially rebuked this libelous
employee by dismissing him likewise.

The reasons attributed to Mr. Long, and promulgated in his
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